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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 20 and 35 as foDovrs. 
Please eater uew claims 41-43 as indicated below. 

1-19 (canceled) 

20 (currently amended) Arotaiy diecutting ^paratus forcwttrngam^^ 
material having first and second opposing faces into blanks^ said ^paratus comprising: 

a pair of cylinders in peripheral contact; 

a rotary die mounted to one of said cylinde?rs> said rotary die having cutting elements 
tbeaceon adapted to pierce both first and second faces and generate blanks and scrap portions 
firom the moving web of material; 

means for gripping sorap portions, said gripping means extending firom said rotary die^ said 
gripping means registering with at least some of said scre^ portions as said die xotates» said 
gripping means sized and positioned so as [ not to pi^o e compl e t e ly ferongh ooid aomp - portioBs ] 
to pierce through the first face of the moving web and not to pierce th ir^tnylB t he second face 
of the mo vi«y w«K- and 

a Stripping knife having an edge for contactuig said scrap portions as said scrap portions are 
stripped away fiom said gripping means. 
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21. (previously presented) The ^paiatiis of claim 20 wheiein each said pair of 
cylinders have co-acting cuttiijg elements fhereoix 

22. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 21 v^erein said gripping means 
has a top sui&ce that does not extend above said cutting elements. 

23. (previously i>resented) The apparatus of claim 20 wherein said gripping means is 
integrally formed with said rotary die. 

24. (previously iireseoted) The apparatus of claim 20 wherein said gnippisig means 
includes a plurality of {uojections arranged in a pattern of isosceles triangles. 

25. (previously presented) The apparatus ofclatm 24 wherein said a plurality of 
projections are approximately equally spaced apart. 

26. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein for a web material 
having a thickness of about .010 inches said projections have a hei^t of about .015 inches. 

27. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein said projections are 
spaced together wittiin a range of fixxm about 25 to about 400 projections per square inch. 
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28 , (previously pres^ted) A rotary die cutting apparatus fox cutting a moving web of 
xnaterial into blanks, said ^paratus comprising: 

a pair of cylinders in peripheral contact; 

arotary die removably mounted to one of said cylinders^ at least one of said rotaiy dies 
having a cutting element thereon adapted to generate blanks and scrap portions firom the moving 
web of material, the outer edge of said cutting element being located a first distance fix>m the 
centerline of the one said cylinder; 

a plurality of gripping elements esctending from the one said cylinder^ said gdpping 
elmients registering with at least some of said scrap portions as said cylinders rotate, said 
gripping elements sized and positioned so as not to pierce con^letely ttuough said scrap 
portions, each said gripping element having a tip located from the centerKne of the one said 
cylinder by a distance less than the first distance; and 

a stripping knife having an edge for contacting said scrap portions as said scmp portions 
are stripped away from said gripping elemeocts. 

29. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 28 herein each said pair of 
cylinders have co-acting cutting elements thereon. 

30« (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein said gdpping elements 
are integrally formed with one of said xotaxy dies using one of the mcdiods of electrical discharge 
ij]ia^;thfTFiy^ photo-etching, and chemical etching. 
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31. (previously preseixted) The^)paj:a1usofclaim28i^iierein^dgiippii^ 
are arranged in a pattern of isosodes triangles. 

32* (pteviously presented) The japparatus of claim 3 1 wherein said gripping elements 
are approximately equally spaced apart 

33. (pxeviously pres^ted) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein for a web material 
having a thickness of about .010 inches said gripping elements have a height of about .015 
ixxches^ 

34. (previously presented) The ai)paratus of claim 33 wherdn said grippii^ 

are spaced together within a range of fix>m about 25 to about 400 gripping elements per square 
inch. 

35. (currently amended) A rotary die cutting apparatus for cutting a moving web of 
mntmnl into blanks, said iq>paratus comprising; 

a pair of cylinders in peripheral contact; 

a rotary die mounted to one of said cylinders^ said rotary die having cutting elements 
thereon adapted to generate blanks and scrap portions from the moving web of material; 

a pli0:alxty of gripping elements extending from the one said gripping 

elements registering with at least some of said scrap portions as said cylinders rotate^ said 
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gapping elements sized and positioixed so as [ not to pierce completely } to partiallv pierce 
tbron ch the ttticknesa of said scacap padioti$> each said gripping element being integral with each 
other said gripping element[— ) ; and 

a strq)ping knife having an edge for contacting the leading edges of said scrap portions as 
said sc^ap portions are stripped away jfrom said gapping elements. 

36. (previously piesented) The apparatus of claim 35 ix^bterein each said pair of 
cylinders have co-acting cutting elements thereon. 

37. (previously presented) The ^paratus of claim 35 wherein said gripping elements 
are fabricated integrally using one of the methods of electrical disdiarge machining, photo-* 
etching, and diemical etching, 

38. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 37 vs^erein said grilling elements 
are ananged in a pattem of isosceles triangles. 

39. (previously presented) The apparatus of claun 37 wherein said gripping elements 
have a height of about .015 inches. 
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40. (pieviously presmted) The apparatus of claim 37 -herein said g;rippmg elemeixts 
aie spsiCed together ^thin ci xaiig^ of &oax about 25 to about 400 gfippmg elements per square 
mcb. 

41. (new) llie rotary die cutting apparatus of claim 20 wherein said gnppm 

includes a plurality of gripping elexnesats havmg the shape of truncated cones having an undercut upper 
pojtioxi. 

42. (xxew) The rotary die cutting apparatus of claim 28 wherein said gripping meam 
includes a plurality of gripping elements having the sh^e of truncated cones haviog atx uvtdesccut upper 
portion. 

43. (new) Thetotary die cuttfaigappaialns of claim 35 vAierdn said gripping means 
includes a plurality of gripping elemenls having the sh^e of truncated cones having an undercut upp^ 
portion. 
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